ZAJES
Zaries.com

ZARIA JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL STUDIES 24(S)2024

INTEGRATING TRADITIONAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL METHODS OF TEACHING

RELIGIOUS STUDIES IN A DIGITAL AGE

ZAJES 24(S)2024
p-ISSN:2735-3830
e-ISSN: 2805-3877

Ilesanmi G. Ajibola, PhD

Department of Christian Religious Studies/

TETFund Centre of Excellence for Technology Enhanced Learning
Federal University of Education, Zaria, Kaduna State, Nigeria
gabajibola@gmail.com

This article addresses the pressing challenge of integrating traditional teaching
methods with modern digital tools in the field of Religious Studies. It raises
questions on how educators can effectively engage students while preserving the
essence of religious teachings amidst rapid technological advancements. A
comprehensive literature review was conducted, while examining specific case
studies from Islamic boarding schools, the Roman Catholic religious education
system, and other educational contexts, to illustrate the evolving landscape of
religious education. Key findings suggest that leveraging digital resources
enhances students' engagement and critical thinking, fostering a more interactive
learning environment. The article proposes innovative teaching methods,
including the use of multimedia resources and online discussion platforms,
which cater to diverse learning styles and promote collaborative learning. The
article further emphasizes the importance of addressing the digital divide to
ensure equitable access to technology, thus facilitating an inclusive educational
experience. Ultimately, the article advocates for a balanced approach that
marries tradition with technology, aiming to enrich the educational journey of
students in Religious Studies while preparing them for contemporary challenges
in a digitally connected world.
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Introduction

The field of religious studies, rich with
ancient texts, traditions, and practices, finds
itself at an intriguing intersection in the digital
age. While traditional teaching methods offer
depth and reverence, technological
advancements provide dynamic tools for
engagement and accessibility. Merging these
approaches offers a unique opportunity to
enrich the study of religion, making it more
relatable and impactful for diverse audiences.
In a time of fast technological change, the area
of religious studies encounters an important
problem: finding a way to mix old teaching
methods with new digital tools. This mix is not
just important for getting students interested in
religious studies, but also for keeping the core
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of religious teachings in a way that makes sense
to the learners. For example, in Islamic
boarding schools in Indonesia, traditional
schools are changing their courses to include
modern reading and writing practices, which, in
turn, improve the interaction with religious
texts and promote a sense of moderation and
acceptance among students (Ismail et al.,
2022). Similarly, using interactive technologies
in character education in some Islamic colleges
show a good link with building ethical
character, stressing the advantages of these
methods in developing critical thinking and
moral reasoning among students (Al-Matari AS
et al., 2023). Traditional teaching methods in
religious studies are rooted in centuries-old
practices that emphasize personal interaction,
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deep reflection, and communal learning.
Reading sacred texts in their original
languages, engaging in  interpretative
discussions, and participating in rituals foster a
profound connection to the subject matter.
These methods prioritize the transmission of
not only knowledge but also spiritual wisdom
and cultural value]s.

Moreover, the mentorship model, wherein
teachers guide students through complex
theological concepts, remains irreplaceable.
These practices encourage critical thinking,
moral reasoning, and an appreciation of the
historical and cultural contexts of religious
traditions. Technology, on the other hand, has
revolutionized education by offering tools that
transcend the limitations of physical
classrooms and traditional resources. Digital
platforms like learning management systems
(LMS), virtual reality (VR), and artificial
intelligence (AI) have become instrumental in
enhancing the study of religion.

1. Accessibility to Resources: Digital
archives, e-books, and online databases
provide access to  sacred  texts,
commentaries, and historical records from
around the world. Students can explore the
Dead Sea Scrolls or ancient Vedic texts with
a few clicks.

2. Interactive Learning: Tools like VR can
recreate historical religious sites, allowing
students to virtually "visit" places like
Jerusalem, Mecca, or Bodh Gaya. This

experience enhances

understanding and engagement.

immersive

3. Customization and Flexibility: Online
courses and apps allow students to learn at
their own pace. Al-driven tools can tailor
content to individual learning needs,
whether it involves mastering Sanskrit
grammar or exploring interfaith dialogues.
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4. Global Collaboration: Technology
connects learners and scholars across the
globe, fostering interfaith discussions and

cross-cultural exchanges. Virtual
classrooms bring diverse perspectives into
conversation, enriching the study of
religion.

An overview of the importance of religious
studies in contemporary education

The importance of religious studies in
today's education goes beyond just looking at
different belief systems; it helps in critical
thinking, knowing about cultures, and bringing
people together among varied groups of
students. By looking at religious texts and
practices, students learn to understand the
differences in traditions, which 1is very
important in a world that is getting
progressively connected. As evident in
traditional Islamic boarding schools in
Indonesia's pesantren, there is a focus on
mixing traditional education with modern
literacy skills, which enables students to handle
both religious and non-religious knowledge
well (Ismail et al., 2022). At the pesantren, the
focus on religious moderation in educational
settings has shown how religious studies can
encourage tolerance and conversations, thus
working against extremist views (Asrori et al.,
2024). Thus, religious studies may rightly be
said to add depth to an inclusive religious
pluralistic curriculum, and also help in creating
responsible citizens who can take part
positively in multicultural settings.
Theoretical Framework for Traditional and
Technological Approaches to Teaching
Religious Studies

Bringing  together  tradition  and
technology in teaching Religious Studies
requires a strong theoretical base that aligns
teaching methods with the distinct features of
religious education. Such a theoretical base
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would focus on culturally embedded teaching, as
well as recognise the motivating factors that are
present in religious learning settings. For
example, a study has demonstrated that
understanding what motivates students is crucial
for improving skills in Quranic recitation and
promoting interactive methods that boost student
interest and cultural ties (Munzir et al., 2023).
Likewise, looking at the teaching methods in the
Catholic education system, a need for fresh
techniques that not only use technology but also
maintain religious principles is indicated. Even
though teachers have different ways of using
technology, results point to a mainly basic level
of cognitive emphasis, which needs to be
improved by creating settings that support
advanced thinking and creativity (Swallow et al.,
2014). Thus, a successful theoretical base that
balances thinking and creativity must be
deployed to connect educational progress with a
safeguard of religious traditions, ultimately
enriching the overall learning journey.

Historical Context of Religious Education
and its Evolution

The history of religious education retells a
narrative of a complicated mix of tradition and
new technology. The correlation of tradition and
technology has played a big role in how teaching
methods have developed in the history of
religious education. According to Fiveable
(2025), religious teaching was at first, mainly
based on oral traditions and religious texts,
focusing on memorising and reciting the
traditions. This way of learning began to change
with the invention of the printing press, which
made it easier for people to access religious texts
and think critically about them. As the twentieth
century progressed, the growth of digital
technology transformed religious education even
more, requiring changes in teaching methods to
include digital skills. This development syncs
with the observation of Ajibola (2024) who noted
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that using online platforms in religious education
helps students explore a wide range of resources;
this in turn, ultimately shapes how they view
religion today. Knowing about these historical
changes is important as it demonstrate the need
for teaching students the skills they need to
critically examine and engage with digital
contents in their religious studies (Sinclair et al.,
2013; Soukup et al., 2004).

The role of Technology in Transforming
Traditional Teaching Methods

The use of technology in education has
changed how traditional teaching methods work,
especially in religious studies. Previously focused
on in-person interactions and standard teaching
practices, education is now supported by digital
tools that make learning more engaging and
accessible. For example, using online platforms
provides various resources that help students
grasp complicated theological ideas and
understand the role of religion in modern life.
This change not only expands the range of
questions explored but also helps develop
important digital skills, which are necessary for
navigating today's information-heavy
environment. As mentioned in Sinclair et al.,
(2013), giving students these skills help them to
evaluate the problems and possibilities that digital
technology brings to their studies. Also,
O'Loughlin et al. (2010), noted that the ability of
doctrinal teachings to support sustainable
education highlights the need to adjust traditional
methods to encourage a  well-rounded
understanding in a digital age.

The impact of digital tools on pedagogical
approaches

The use of digital tools in religious
studies teaching has continued to challenge the
old methods, making learning more interactive
and livelier. The modern mode of deploying
digital tools to teaching and learning allow
teachers to include different multimedia
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resources, which helps students engage better
with religious texts and ideas. For example,
digital platforms aid online discussions and
group projects that encourage thinking critically
among students, and help them in talking with
each other, which aligns with the main goals of
religious education to promote understanding
and tolerance.

Similarly, Ismail et al. (2022), pointed out
in a recent study in Islamic education that digital
tools have the power to bridge the gap between
traditional practices with modern literacy needs
thereby supporting an environment that promote
ethical behaviour and interfaith discussions.
Imagine a world where students can learn about
the Holy Qur’an, or the Holy Bible while using
interactive apps and websites. Such intervention
would make learning more engaging and also
help students to understand how Islamic, and
Christian principles can be applied to their lives.

Furthermore, by using technology to
connect with people from different faiths,
students can engage in meaningful interfaith
discussions. By such efforts, empathy, respect,
and a deeper understanding of diverse
perspectives, ultimately contributing to a more
ethical and harmonious world, would be
promoted.

Ultimately, in an age where technology
permeates every aspect of our lives, the
intersection of faith and digital innovation
presents both opportunities and challenges for
religious institutions. The rapid advancement of
technology pushes stakeholders of religious
education to reconsider their approaches,
integrating modern tools without losing sight of
their foundational beliefs. Similarly, as
congregations increasingly turn to online
platforms for services, educational resources,
and community engagement, it becomes
essential to view this transition not merely as a
response to the digital age, but as a vital
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evolution of religious practice. The core values
that have sustained faith communities for
centuries—compassion, justice, and
fellowship—should remain at the forefront of
any technological adaptation.

Ultimately, the integration of technology
in religious institutions should be seen as a way
to amplify their mission rather than diminish it.
By carefully considering the implications of
these advancements, Elihami et al. (2024)
admonish a larger picture consideration of these
technologies in a balanced adaptation of
religious teaching to today's world, ensuring that
institutions keep their core values while
welcoming the benefits that digital progress
offers.

Innovative Teaching Methods

As education changes due
technology, new teaching ways are important in
religious studies. Using interactive technology
makes learning better and helps build good
character (Al-Matari AS, et al., 2023). As in the
previously cited, the traditional
pesantren system in Indonesia shows how the
schools are changing by adding modern literacy
skills while keeping their core values, which
helps teach students about religious moderation
(Ismail et al., 2022). By mixing old teaching
methods with technology, teachers can make a
more lively and adaptable learning space that
supports  discussion, tolerance, and good
behaviour, which prepares students to deal with
the challenges of understanding religion in
today's digital world and improves their overall
learning experience.

to new

example

Utilizing multimedia resources to enhance
engagement and understanding

Using multimedia resources gives a big
chance to improve interest and understanding
in teaching religious studies. By using different
formats like videos, interactive simulations,
and online discussions, teachers can make a
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livelier learning space that suits different ways
of learning. For example, Mursidin et al.,
(2023) stated that technology helps improve
religious education by improving character
growth and moral thinking, making a stronger
link to religious ideas.

Furthermore, as demonstrated in the work
of Al-Matari AS et al., (2023), interactive
technology greatly increases student interest
and critical thinking, making difficult ideas
easier to grasp. This multimedia method not
only provides a more engaging learning
experience but also helps students to think
deeply about religious materials in ways that
normal teaching methods might not be able to
do. ultimately, using multimedia resources in a
careful way connects traditional teaching to
modern educational needs, encouraging a
complete understanding of religious studies in
today’s digital world.

Incorporating online discussion platforms
for collaborative learning

Using online discussion platforms is a
new way for collaborative learning in religious
studies, letting students connect with different
views outside the usual classroom (Ajibola,
2024). These platforms help students talk with
each other and also link them with global
communities, improving their grasp of tough
theological ideas. A study by Al-Matari AS et
al., (2023), demonstrated that using technology
can really boost student engagement and
critical thinking skills, as shown by research on
moral character in Islamic colleges, which
reveals how tech positively affects moral
thinking and student participation. Moreover,
creating a social networking system designed
for higher education highlights how these
platforms can support collaborative learning
(Algahtani et al., 2018). In the end, by using
online discussion platforms in religious studies,
teachers can build inclusive and lively spaces
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that encourage critical discussion and enhance
students' theological exploration.

Addressing the digital divide and ensuring
equitable access to technology

The use of technology in religious studies
has many problems and issues that teachers
must deal with to improve learning results. A
key problem is that teachers have different
levels of technical skills, which can make it
hard to use digital tools well. This is especially
clear in places where teachers do not want to
adapt or do not have enough resources. For
example, Al-Matari AS et al., (2023) noted that
lecturers see poor resources and lack of
technical skills as big obstacles to using
interactive technology in character education.
Also, old teaching methods often clash with the
fast changes in digital learning spaces, which
makes adding these technologies harder.
However, when technology is carefully
combined with traditional methods, as
mentioned by Nursalim et al., (2024), it can
greatly improve the learning experience.
Therefore, it is crucial for institutions to come
up with plans that tackle these problems and
also make the most of the benefits that come
from this technology blend.

As schools use more technology to
improve learning, it is important to tackle the
digital divide for all students to have fair
access. This is especially important in religious
studies, where blending tradition and
technology can help create inclusive teaching
methods. Research shows that using interactive
technology can boost students' ethical character
development, with findings suggesting that it
increases engagement, critical thinking, and
moral reasoning (Al-Matari AS et al., 2023).

In adapting the new technology to
religious studies, issues like low technical skills
and lack of resources need to be solved to make
the most of their benefits. It is important to
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explore teacher training programs in this
direction, as they are crucial in preparing future
teachers with the skills to effectively teach a
multicultural that  includes
technology.

curriculum

Furthermore, dealing with the clash of
old teachings and new technologies brings both
problems and chances in religious studies
education. As online platforms are used more
in teaching, teachers have the important job of
keeping religious content true while also
making it easier to access and more engaging.
The need to change old teaching methods to fit
current times is shown in a study by Munzir et
al., (2023). The researchers noted challenges
brought on by globalisation and new
technologies, and suggested, that by using new
methods that blend tradition with technology,
teachers can create valuable learning
experiences that speak to students from
different backgrounds, helping to build a
stronger connection to their religious heritage
in a modern setting.

Integrating the Two Approaches

Successfully  blending  traditional  and
technological methods requires thoughtful
integration, ensuring that the strengths of both
are leveraged without undermining the essence
of religious studies. Here are some strategies:

1. Blended Learning Models: Combine in-
person classes with online resources. For
example, a course on biblical studies could
include traditional text analysis in class and
supplementary video lectures or online
forums for further exploration.

2. Digital Enhancements for Traditional
Practices: Use digital tools to complement
traditional practices. Sacred texts can be
studied with interactive annotations and
linguistic tools, while online platforms can
host discussions that extend beyond the
classroom.
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3. Experiential Learning through
Technology: Leverage VR and AR to
provide experiential learning. For instance,
students can participate
pilgrimage or observe religious ceremonies
from different cultures.

in a virtual

4. Preserving Sacredness in a Digital World:
While integrating technology, it is crucial to
maintain the sacredness and respect that
religious studies demand. Digital tools
should be used to enhance, not trivialize, the
spiritual and ethical dimensions of the
subject.

5. Training Educators: Equip teachers with
the skills to effectively use technology in
their pedagogy. Workshops and training
sessions can bridge the gap between
traditional expertise and digital fluency.

Issues of Consideration

Integrating traditional and technological
methods is not without challenges. Issues such
as digital equity, potential distractions, and the
risk of oversimplifying complex religious
concepts must be addressed. Additionally,
educators must be mindful of the varying
degrees of technological receptiveness among
students and communities.

Furthermore, the ethical use of technology in
religious studies is paramount. For instance,
ensuring accurate representation of sacred texts
and avoiding cultural appropriation are critical
responsibilities.

Recommendations

Considering the need to enhance the
integration of tradition and technology as
effective methods for teaching Religious
Studies in the digital age, it is recommended as
follows:

1. Professional Development for Educators:
Education and religious stakeholder should
implement ongoing training programs that
equip teachers with the necessary
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technological skills and pedagogical
strategies to effectively integrate digital
tools into religious education. This will
empower educators to utilize technology
thoughtfully while maintaining the integrity
of traditional teachings.

2. Development of Multimedia Resources:
School administrators should create and
curate a diverse range of multimedia
resources, including videos, podcasts, and
interactive simulations, that complement
traditional religious texts. These resources
can help engage students with different
learning styles and promote a deeper
understanding of religious concepts.

3. Utilization of Online Collaboration
Platforms: Teachers of religious studies
should endeavour to engage in collaborative
learning by incorporating online discussion
forums and social media platforms that
allow students to engage with peers from
diverse backgrounds. This will encourage
critical dialogue and broaden their
perspectives on religious practices and
beliefs.

4. Integration of Culturally Relevant
Content: The Federal Government through
the Ministry of Education should ensure that
the curriculum reflects students' cultural
backgrounds  and  experiences by
incorporating locally relevant religious texts
and practices. This approach can bridge the
gap between traditional knowledge and
contemporary digital contexts, making
learning more relatable and meaningful.

5. Addressing the Digital Divide: Religious
Studies Adminstrators and Supervidors
should develop strategies to ensure equitable
access to technology for all students. This
includes providing necessary resources,
such as devices and internet access,
particularly in underprivileged areas, to
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facilitate a more inclusive and effective
learning environment in Religious Studies.

Conclusion

In conclusion, tradition with
technology is a key step forward in teaching
Religious Studies. The integration of traditional
and technological methods in teaching
religious studies presents an exciting frontier in
education. By honoring the depth and wisdom
of traditional approaches while embracing the
innovation and accessibility of technology,
educators can create a holistic and
transformative learning experience. This
connection helps explain historical context and
makes it relevant today. Using digital resources
makes the curriculum better and creates a
learning space that suits the varied needs of
today’s students. By using a range of methods
like interactive platforms, multimedia content,
and discussions, teachers can help students
understand religious beliefs and practices more
deeply, promoting cultural understanding and
empathy. Also, this combination of old and new
invites students to look at spiritual stories in
new ways, helping them appreciate faith more
in the digital world. In the end, accepting these
teaching methods not only boosts
academic exploration but also gives students
important skills for living in a more connected
world. In a digital age, this synthesis not only
preserves the essence of religious studies but
also makes it relevant and accessible to future
generations.

mixing

new
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